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N Officers -fto:r examination by the Gove

Offlcer° Ve Usingvfiréf g - ze, iprotectlon and’ protectlon
of forest Wealﬁﬁ - Ordeprg''{ssued. *§ = - Py

' & WI};DLIFE(F) DEPARTMENT
0.{MS) No. 80/95/F&WLD Dated,Thiruvenanthapuram, 18-10-1995

Read.— Chief Conaervatordp.
dated. 19 7 95.v_ LR
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Covernment have been concidering variousz meacures to curtail
the growing anumber of for:uut offences, including llllClt cutting
and trangportation of velii-ble Timber, smuggli ﬂg of Sondal woed,
Toeak etc to the neighbowr ing Statec and 2lso pozchiong of Wild Life.
i order to protect the forest wealth froa uhe foreat off.nders it
becomes necessary to eguip forest officials with {ire arms. Many
of the cmugglers carry fircec arms. Theretore, for self protection
forest officidls need fire arms. 1In the circunztonces Government:
are pleassd to order for supply of fire ermg to- fore"* Officiels
and for itz use by them with the following darectibn ‘

2. (i) the fire arms will be uged by the Forest Officers

. of the rank o Forest Guard »nd obove %0 probect
forest proper os well ag tue life from the forest
Offenderc. . Ti- y could ugse minimum poszcible force: in
due digcharge f their dutieg, exercicing the right.
of privote dei.nce as conferred under the 1ndlan Penel
Code(Central sct XLV of 1860).

_(ii) the ﬁoﬁer to uze fire armz for dicpersal of
unlawful ascembly need not be conferrcd on the
Forest Officirig, :

_____ *) While in the .ischerge of their dutic., ony
firing is cc tted %o, 2 megloter. - :
the Executiv: [ Zlags Mogistror.

2reg, chowic 2 oraered in oll cuch
2c & copncecuc: ce of csuch encudry, i
of{ter gsuca er ulry that there waz vn:en ;
unwarraonted i excezcivie ugze of force,s =riminol
oce could be ingtituted ezgeinst the delinsuent
rament.
Till the reccrendation OF to2 nerlisoorial

\

Coaed s Ionoryal (“.n’.",'_uiry
iz known, 33; oogpould notv sroes o aoed
agalngt tho L0 Ticers wit hod openoe fare.
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’ 3 goerding use of fire.arma by the
Fore ppended to this order. -
L Bg%?fder'ofithéﬁﬁgﬁﬁ?héf} L
~ JOHN MATHAT e
i1 SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT
. FOREST & WILDLIFE DEPT.
. TQ .
h:eg Conservator)ovaorestc
i , RO AT General ‘
© A Chief Conse vators of Foregts ' .
. o The Director General of Police,Thiruvananthapufam

The Secretary,k ovenue Board;Thi:uvénanthapurrm
All Collectors_ . - =
ALl T spector General of Police(Through Director
i T - - Genl. of Police)
JAiliSuperintendenta oy Police(ﬂhrough‘D.G.P)j.
~ThegRegiatrar,High»Court,Ernakulam- Co
Theysqwletpry to Governor,Thiruvananthapurnm'
The Director,Puili¢ Reletions Department

C o for issue -or Prezg releace:
The?qug‘Departmont;’ coRRL T
 RevenyeiDepartment
‘Law:D |
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“Code Crininal
Protectlon Act
other ¢itizeas

G aEonster low in ITHITA6 Penal
TForeut Act, wildlife -

Lcialﬂ alco can exerc1;e

their right © sectiotiz 98 Indiean
. Penal Coda%%3£10 ; ntPengil - However they will
enjoy 2 certaini ‘amount . of protectlon from criminal o
precentation by Pollce, for the actien done by them in”

i

good faith. _ o o . o
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B CIRCUMSTANCESUNDER WHICH PROTECT OFEICIALS CAN.
1., It nus .be»clea;-y nder"tood that the Forest

OfflClﬂl" can use “théir fircorms incide the Reserve Forest
areac only. Here 'algo, where there ere villages, forest
csettlements ﬁnd hcmle g of hill tribeg, they should not
use firearms. : _ : ' oo

g v S . - v

2. . Unlike Policec Oriicerg, the Forest Officisals .

have not been given:powers to:disperse an unlawful assenmbly

by uce of firearmsig nd—heﬁe*~«¢ur4iefcn%—etf1 ciaIs ¢hould’

'vnot_uue—oﬁ—{LL«—arm and” hence ‘the Forest Of:f 1cIal" chould

not use fireerms for-this purpose even ingide the R.F.
oreoa,. If thgrc 1”'re°1"tencc +to arrest,
recovery of stolen:property =tc. by villegers ingide the

R.F. area, thuj should not uze fireornms ond they chould toke
thie help of l:igal.police having jurisdiCtion.. There are
provizionc to pxov1dc armed olice men, toshelp the Forect
Officialc in cleering encroc :hments and for glVlng protection
in the dischorge of - their ‘€17 icial duties n-.gsuch occaoassions,
~thie senior-moct Iore"t Offchgl" will toke. thejrespon:1bllity.

3. Under the rlght of prlvate delence, the forest
Officielz can open fire for: U ' .

a. protecting the foreﬁt prpcrty including Wildlife.
(zw_ Protecting the lives of orest.officialc when there iz
- ne ther olterneative.

c. Sonme of the exﬂmplc‘~ are ailven below:

i) When the- fore"t ofl >nderc ore cutting voluable

tinmber and they do not ”ulfe-der when chollengcd by forect
OiilCl“lC. e A

»

ii) When voluable timbc-/ic being trnn:n

)] sed cither
on hendloods or -in vehicles, 'nd they not ﬂtup woen ordared

b_‘, Forsac \.).;_fi;:ialf_’.

iii) When poacherg arme¢ with weopon and prepering or
actuolly committing .an offenc. or going with Wildlife
tronbiez and thoy refuse to stop and handover the nropertis
when ordered to do go by Forcaot O;f1c1~1~.

o | ~ (Cond....2)

jom power -to use fireorms. Like

CH;PROTECT OFIICIALS CAN OPEN FIRQ;

execution of werrﬂnt,

vremens o
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5'?@; Reserve Forest aree w;th arms
‘.Hﬂqnd they refuce to hand over .
20 by Forest Officials.

. v) 'Whgn the porfy of'Fore"t Officials. ic ouunumbnled
by offenders ond there -is imminent danger to livesz of ore't
officials or firearms-.carried by then.

vi) When the ofiender~ surrcund cr confront th¢ L-orect
officials with superior weapons and. tggle is imminent danger to
the lives of forc~t OfflClal“ or their'weﬂponb. “

vii) wncn any fore it off1c1ﬂl is taken to hostﬁge by

offenderc ond there is no time:to get relnfozcement~ ﬂnd hence

they hove to res cue their colleﬂgue.

5. These exampleﬂ are, only 1lluﬂtrﬂtlon and the officer
“usging firearps ~hou1d'uue hir discretion .ond -he would be able
to Justify thﬁt he*hﬂd to‘u’< fireﬁrn~, oc the lact recort.

6. The power; .:QSE'flrLDrn iz to ﬂ*op the criminal o
&k hence the pu"poc' gshould be to injure rather ttian to klll.
Firing should not be'done .indiscriminately and v1nd1ct1vely..
In other words, firing cghould be stopped a2c zoon ec the
Objective ig achieved. Duriig enauiry the forest officialsg
are to justify the ucge OL fi; ‘arms.

C. ACTION TO BE TAKLN AFTER. JPENING FIRE:

T —— - S GV GG 6.

(1) As for ag pasible, firing should be avoided during
nlpht tine becwuce it ‘mey not be pogsible to o2im and firc
and innocent pergon mey be 1nagned/gllled.

(ii) The Senior-most Offizer going with the porty chould
order Openlng of fire ond sir’larly he should control the
flrc and own regponsibility. - - :

(iii) . As ooon as firing i done, there ﬂre 3 pO:Clbll’tle

é ) None may b jjured cue to firing.
g One or moreﬂg;fendezh mey be injured due to firing.

f.offender' may be killed.

00‘(‘.)

a ccgge shoul:l be cent by telegrﬁn/telephone/

In 211 caczes,
-wirelevﬁ/mes:enger without'%<?s of time, to the following
Lel s P E

v

authoriti

(1) Near Pollce Station . (ii) Diviaional Forest Officer

il
b

giil) Chief Conseryator. of Iorests
“(iv) Revenue Divigional Ofiicer hav1ng juricdiction

(v) Superintendent, of Polire (vi) Collector.

Ac soon a2g the Police gets the messoge, they will visit the
'gcene tuke cherge ofsdeadbody. if any, ond arronge for _
~incuect by Revenue Divisional Officer and poctmortem. They

will 2lz0 encure that there v 11 be no law and order problen

ci) rc"ult of flrlng. : ' ‘
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> ;;‘§) Thc injured v0n(culpr1ts'and forect Off101ﬂl z)
.'Uogld be sgnt to hosp tﬁl for treetment. .The Seniormoct
ﬁLorc"t official nu"tﬁlodge a.comulaint in wrlt;ng ot the
P S« hﬂv ng Jul 1"d1Q;1on outllnlng the circurstonces under
; ‘nunber of persons injured/ dead etc..
i if(v)' The *ﬁhﬂﬁﬁﬁéﬁﬁfQﬁTdfGW“-;ne“E'th +rom‘“f5
q.bCLng disturbed, rrﬂmge for. the photogroph of the sceue of
crime. They wlll ‘await. the arrival of Revenue Divisiongl
TQfficer for on encuiry. Till then the dead body chould not be
repnoved. It -.kceaodvisable to photogrﬁph~¢he seene as well™
» ag the body before lt ic renoved. ﬁﬁ

ﬁ ncludlng enpty cartridgeg B
: eﬁponﬂ u«ed for flrlng should

, (vi) Arns dnd
u°houla be account
.+ be precerved.

1§ﬁmun1tlo

& (Vll) The Tk it for the’ conpletlon of enﬂulry
'rby the Revenue Di: ficer: Till then no forest
Officialcs will be ;rre~t;d put up for identificotion parade
«etc. However, the forect OJ-lClﬁl” should extend fullest
;»co~operation for investigation by police, cearching for o
- £hgconding accused ueerchlnb for weapon° u:ed for offenders étc,

(viii) No -cagggor: OIIane réport will be registered by
the forect Officie 1 shen fire arms ore used.  Since the
"Police Ofricials have powerc under the Forest Aﬁt and the +
'Wildlife ProtectionAct, the Forest Offence will also be looked
after by thenm os part of their investigation.

{ix} Tne Divisionel " orect Officer will collect +hc
detoailz »nd send o detailed report “te the Chief Congcervotor "of ™
PUFP“*H/CﬂO::fVﬂtor /Governii:nt in consultstion with the *
Supcrlnuendent of. Pollce.v ‘

(x) The Revenue Divigin nal Oiilcer'“ report will be '
scrutiniced by thengvernNent and the follov1ng courses are
likely: o :
(i) Oponing‘cwflre by Forest OfflClalc,may be juztified. ?
(1) Orening of fire i s not be justified in which coce
© criminel action w_11l have to be taken “g?ln"t those .
. forest officiels wno opened fire. This will include .-
. arrect, ;dentlfLCﬁtlon pereade etc. «
(xi) As in tb ‘cace Of Cu :toms and R.P.F. the Collector -
has the dlﬁcretlon!to dispensze 'with on enqg iuiry, in which cec ; T
he hos to record reacons ond intimeote the Government. In ' L
coce the Covernment agrcecec with the recommendotions of the
Collector no action may be —zcessary. But if the Government
¢oes not egrer, an enguiry s to be held.
D STRUCTIONS_RE RDING SAVETY CF “EARCHS AND |
(i) ~ Whencever forecst o ' ficials go inte the Reserve ' .
Forest aree with fire armes here chould be ¢ ninimum of 2 E - L
parconc with fire ermc. Opn no account 2 cingle weapon chould . i
be tolen cince hi"”weapon r~y be gcnatched or he mey not b o N
L Uie e UZe tircormg due ti micfire. . : : N
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- (ii) Asg foras earms should be -
minimum. Where thure”1" tim: to get ﬂdd*tlon al force or to ®
retreat czuccecsfully,. such coursec should be followed. In" -
other wo:dg firing chould bgs tboughtof only under extreme
01rcunﬁtﬁncc: when the '-"‘no other alterne tlve

(iii) vin thg

T, f,gunh they should be kept in
“arms rocks with cha n': ndﬁagiock. The ammunition chould be
kept in a box undérjlock and key. Similarly 9mm picstols . .
ghould be keot in holeﬂt :r end kept in 2 box ceparately with

~‘a lock. S : h )

: (iv) When 9mm pistols or taken out, they chould be lined
to o long whistle cord" ﬁzzouu: the neck or shoulder co thet the
weapen cannot be spached easity The ammunitions in the 9mn
picstol cshould be loaded in maoicozine ond reﬁdy uze, but they
ghould not be 10ﬁdéﬁlin the wLopon.

. (v) While mﬁlntﬁldlng 9 mn PlCtOl“ and DBBL ggns they
should not be loaded:acg therc might be,accident. The -
amiunition should be kept bcp“”ﬂtcly and loaded on the 'pelelC
orderz of the Otficer in cher-e whére thay cre moving in @
dangerous arca or they sre ex ecting attack,-weapon: can be:
loecded but~so:ety catch choul! be on. - :

S (vi) a1l qrmﬂ.'pd ﬂnmun itions °houlu b ﬁ"count»d for
in the Offic:z off thc hiaf Conserveotor of Forest ond in the
Office of the DigtrictiForest Officer "in Arns ond smmunition
Regicster". :The ¢or; f regicters uced by Police may be copied.

v (Vll) Ths. WC"pOl’]u l]OLll(z‘ be i cued to. OfflC‘31" b/ none .
and their cmnowledvement he:ld be. obtalned A weapon iszued
to one OLflCLr ﬂhould not bL w~cd by 2nother except in emergency.

(viii) 411 the weoponﬂ ”lould bu oiled and cleancd
pcrlodlcally. .

(ix) A1l Off1Q§ﬁ§ﬂﬂhould be put through training

ogramme by the Fore ‘“Departlent

N
z
i




