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Forest and Wﬂdhfe (B) Department’

NOTTFICAT'ION

-G O (P) No 56/2011/1"&WLD Dated Thzmvananthapuram 7th December 2011

~S.R. 0. No. 786/2011 —In cx<:r01se of the powers conferi‘cd by

sub-section (1) of* sectxon 15 of the. Kerala Promotmn of Tree Growth . in .

_' ' Non—forest Areas Act, 2005 (46 of. 2005) the Government of’ Kerala hereby make
~ the fOIIng rules, namely—- i S PO

. Ruus - N
1. bhort tztle and c;ommencement —~(1) ”Ihese rulcs may be called the
“Kerala Promotlon of Trec Growth in Non-forest Areas Rules 2011

o (2.) Thcy shall»come mto force at 'once.

" PRINTED AND PUBL!SHED BY THE SUPERINTENDENT OF GOVERNMENT PRESSES
| AT THE GOV):RNMENT CENTRAL PRESS THIRUVANANTFMPURAM, 2011
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2. Definitions.———In these rules unl'ess the context otherwise requires.

(@

(©)

@

()
®

(g)

(b)

0

Coffee Pllantation; '

‘Act means the Kerala Promotion of Tree Growth in Non forest

Areas Act, 2005 (46 of 2005)
(b)

‘Authorised Officer’ means an officer not.below the rank of Forest
Rapge 'Officer appointed to be authorised ofﬁcer under sub section
(2) of the section 6 of the Act; . _ '

‘Cardamom Plantation’ means an area registered as Cardamom
Plantation and predominantly cultivated with cardamom and properly

-maintained as cardamom plantatlon

‘Coffee Plantatxon means an arca registerd as Coffee Plantation and
predominantly cultivated with coffee and properly maintained as

a

‘Form’ means form appended to these rules;

) L . . '
‘Mangrove area’ means a wetland which predominantly supports
mangrove species;

‘Notified area’ means any non—forest land notified under sub-section

. (3) -of section 6 of the Act and includes all the mangrove areas,

cardamom or coffee plantations which are deemed to be notified

- under the said sub-section;

‘Plantation’ means an aggregate of artificially regenerated tree

species in a block of not less than 0.1 hectare in extent;

‘Section’ means section of the Act;,

‘Timber’ means timber es defi_ned in, the Kerala Forest Act,
1961 (Act 1 of 1962) and shall include firewood.

3 Declaration to be filed for cutting a speczjzed tree or transportatzon of
timber of a specified tree from any non forest land to any other place.—

(1)

Where a spec1f1ed tree, other than. sandalwood, standmg on

a non-forest land is to be cut or any timber of any such tree is to be
transported, the: owner of such tree shall, before cutting the tree or
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transporting the timber, as the casc may be, file before the Authorized'
~ Officer having jurisdiction over the arca, a declaration in Form No. [ in
auplicate cither directly or by registered post with acknowledgement due.

: (2) Declaration filed as per sub-rule (1) shall b_c'dgalt with in
. -accordanc€ with the provision of sub-section (6) of section 6 of the Act.

4 (3) On rcciept of a declaration filed uyndcﬂr sub-rule (1), the
Authorized Officer shall forthwith issue a copy of the declaration:
acknowledged by him under his signaturc and seal.

4) The acknowledgcd copy shall dccompany thc timber durmg
its transport. '

4. Procedure for obtuining prior permission for cutting and transporting
any specified tree from a notified area.—(1) An Application for permission to
fell, uproot or burn or cause to be felled, uprooted or burnt any such tree for’
which permission is required under section 6 of the Act or for transport of any
timber of such specified. species shall be made in duplicate in Form No. II
- appended to thesc rules to the Authon/cd Ofﬁcer having Junsdlcuon over
the arca.

2) . On recicpt of an application under sub rule (1), the Authorized
Officer shall inspect the area and cause nccessary enquiries and satisfy himself
that the facts mentioned in the application are genuinc

, (3) If the Authorized Oiﬁccr after conductmg the mspcctxon is satisfied
. that the applicant is entitled to get permission, he shall issue pcrmxssxon for
cuttmg the spcmﬁed tree in Form No. II itself.

(4) Where tirnb'cr of a speciﬁcd tree cut undeF sub-section (3) of scction
- 6 of the Act, is to be transported from a non-forest land within the notified area,
- the owner of such timber shall file a declaration in duplicate in Form No. II cither
© directly or by registered post with acknowlcdgcmcnt duc, to the Authorucd ’
Officer: havmg jurisdiction over the arca.

(5) On reciept of the declaration, the Authorized Officer shall duly “ 3

- acknowledge, reccipt of the same and shall conduct necessary inspection of the
timber. He may also conduct necessary enquiry on the. mformatlon furnished by .-
“the owner in the declaration and récord his opmlon thcrcon
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(6) The Authorized Officer upon being satisfied on the gcrf‘uineness of
~ the contents in the declaration, if found permissible, may issue a permit for the

transportatlon of the timber to the owner in wnmng in Form No. [iI, which shall
accompany the timber during 1ts transportation.

(7). An apphcatlon secking prior permission for cdtting as well as
d transport of the trces under this rule shall be dlsposed of within twenty days
- from the date of receipt of the application.

5. Conditions for granting permission for cutting of trees under sub-
- section (3) of section 6 of the Act.—In deciding whether permission under sub-
section (3) -of section 6 of the Act, may be issued to fell, uproot or prune
specificd tree, the Authorized Officer shall heve due rcgard to the following
matters, namely —

(i) plantations of fast. growmg specws llke Eucalyptus,
Casuarina, Bamboo, Reed ctc., shall be allowed to be cut
 after they attain a minimum age of fxve years;

(i1) plantatmns of other forest trec specws shall be allowed be
cut or fallen after they attain a minimum age of ten years;

. (iif) thinning in plantations of forest tree species shall be allowed
~as per the silvicultural rcquirements of the specics;

(iv) rosewood trecs shall be allowed to be cut or fallen after
attaining a minimum glrlh of 15() cms. at 1.4 meters abpve
ground level

(v) teak trees whetever grown, other than in plantations, shall be
allowed to be cut or fallen after attaining a minimum girth of
60 cms. at 1.4 meters above ground level; .

- (vi) trees of other forest trees specis wherever grown, other than
in plantations, shall be allowed to be cut after attaining a
minimum girth of 75 cms. at 1.4 meters above ground level;

(vii) all dead trees may be permitted to ‘be cut or converted;

(viii) all trees which constitute a danger to life or property,
buildings, telephone lines, electric lines or any other structure

- shall be permxtted to bc felled irrespective of thier girth or
maturlty,



(ix)

- (®)

(xi) -

(xi1)
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all trees causing obstruction to any permanent building or to
the formation of any public road shall be permitted to be
fcllcd

pruning of trees. required for agricultural operations shall be

zllowed in deserving cases on condition that the girth of the

tranch to be cut shall not excced thirty cms. at the biggest

eénd and the main stem of the trecs shall not be damagea

during lopping or pruning;

twice the number of trees of the same species or those of
other suitable spccics shall be required to be regenerated by
the applxcant T '

the’ pcrmlssmn for fellmg shall not be refused if the tree
constitutes a danger to life or property or if the tree is wind

fallen or for the bonafide construction of a-residential house
thereon.

6. Procedure for cutting, removal and disposal of sandalwood trees in
non-forest area.-—Cutting, removal and disposal of sandalwood trees shall be
done only by the Forest Departmcnt in the manner given bclow — '

o)
(i)
(iid)

(iv)

(V)

Trees whxch are dead, fallen or constitute danger to life andl
propérty shall be extracted by the Forest Department at the
request of the owncer of the non-forest land;

All trees causing obstruction to any permanent building or to
the formation of any public road shall bc cxtracted by the
Forest Department;

Appvlicldtion for extraction of such trees shall be made in Form
Mo. IV to the Author17cd Officer havmg jurisdiction over the
area; ’

The Authorized Officer if satisficd with the contents of the
application shall cause the tree to be extracted, transported
and sold as per the procedure in chapter VI A of the Forest
Act, 1961 and the rules issucd thereunder.

The entirc sale procceds, after deducting the actual eXpenses

incurred - for cuttting, removal, extraction and sale of the

| | sandalwood ‘shall be paid to the owner of the sandalwood tree

within one month from the date of realization of_ sale value.
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(vi) Five times the number of sandalwood trees cut or fallen shall

be regenerated and nurtured by the owner of the non-forest
land. :

7. Procedure for cutting, removal and disposal of specified trees standing
on non-forest areas, owned, controlled or vested in Local Self Government
‘Instztutzons —(1) The custodian of the non-forest areas owned, controlled or
. vested in Local Self Government Institutions, shall submit to the Authorized
Officer an application in Form No. V for felling and transportation of specified
tree proposed to be cut or fallen therefrom, giving full particulars of the land
such as location sketch and survey sketch and details of the trees.

(2) On receipt of such application, the Authonzed Officer shall,
within seven days from the date of rcceipt of the appllcatlon refer the
same to an Advisory Committee con51st1ng of the followmg members
namely:—

(a) The Mayor of a l \/[un1c1pa1 Corporation or a Chaxrperson
of a Municipality or the President of a Grama Panchayat in
whose Jurlsdwtlon the tree proposed to be felled is
standlng,

.e (b) The Authorised Officer havmg Jurxsdlctlon over the arca;

(c) One or more representatlves of reputed Non- governmental
Organizations nominated by the Government for cach
district;

(d) One representative of the Department of Agriculture not
below ‘the rank of Assistant Director of Agriculture
nominated by the Principal Agriculture Offlccr in-charge
of the district.

(3) The Committee shal'l inspect the treés proposed to be cut or
fallen and the land on which the trees are standing and shall take a
~decision on the apphcatlon submitted by the cu%todlan of the land and
record the reasons thereof.

. (4) The demsmn of the Commlttee shall be taken as far as

- poss1b1e unanimously or by majority of the members inspecting the field
and shall be communicated to all the members irrespective of the faCt
that whether they were present or not during the 1nspect10n
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(5): Three members w111 constitute the quorum of the Advisory
Commxttee

(6‘ The Authorized Officer shall communicate the decision of the -
Committec to the applicant within a week from the date of inspection

granting or rejecting the permission to fell the tree or transport the
timber.

(7) The Advisory Committee shall insist the custodian of the
land to plant and nurture at least equal number of saplings of local tree
species in the same or nearby locality

- (8 The txmber and firewood obtained from the felling of such
trees shail be disposed of by the custodian of the land after having got
- a valuation statement prcpard by the Authorized Officer who shall assess
the value taking into account the seigniorage rate of such trees
published by Government from time to time.

. 8. Appeal-—(1) An appcal to under sub-section (8) of section 6 of the Act
shall be preferred before the Divisional Forest Qfficer/Wildlife Warden having
jurisdiction over the area, within thirty days of the order of the Authorized
Officer, giving reasons for preferring the appeal along with a copy of the order
against which thc appeal is preferred.

(2) The Divisional Forest Officer/Wildlife' Warden shall cause
necessary enquires and after hearlng all the. parties pass appropriate
orders within thirty days from thc date of receipt of thc appeal and the
decision thereon shall be fmal . : . -

" By order of the Governor,

SAJEN PETER,
Principal Secretary to Government. -

Explanatory Note

(This does not form part of the notification, but is intended to indicate its general
purport)

Section 15 ( 1) of the Kcrala Promotion of Tree Growth in Non-forest Areas Act,

-2005 (46 of 2005) enables the Government to make rules for carrying out the purpose
of the Act. , .

The notification is intended to achicve the above object.
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Form I
[See Rule 3]

- Declaration to be filed for cutting a specified tree or transportmg timber of a
specified tree from a non-forest land and non-notified area

1. Name and address of the applicant

2. Sy. No. and extent of the field or fields on which
the tree or trees proposed to be cut, uprooted or
burnt stand

3. Name of the Vlllage/Taluk/Block and District where
the land on which the trees: stand ‘or the timber lie

" 4. Proofof ownership of the trees/ timber
5. Number of trees to be cut |

6. List showing the species of tree/s proposed to be
cut or list of logs to be transported, as the case -
- may be, with Girth, Breadth, Height of the tree/s
(1.4 m from ground level)

7. Quantity of timber
8. Reasons for seeking permission to cut the trec/s

9. Place to which timber to be transported and pufpoSe :

Place: '- T | Signature of the Declarant.
Date: ' '
’ DECLARATION .

I hereby declare that the mformatxon furnished above is true to the best of my
knowledge and belief. I also undertake to comply with the conditions subject to which
the permission may be granted by the Authorized Officer. :

' Signature of the Declarant.

For Ofﬁce use only,
1. Date of receipt of the declaration by the Authorlzcd Officer
2. Opinion of the Authorized Officer
3. Orders of the Authorized Officer

- Place:

Date: ' .~ No. Date: Authorized Officer
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ForMm II
|  [SeeRulc4 (1) and (4)]
Form of Deélaration to be filed for o_btainihg permit fof transporting timber

of specified trees cut under Section 6 (3) of the Act from a non-forest
4 land with in the ‘notified areas’ '

1. Ngmie,and addrcsé'of the applicant

2. Sy. No. and extent of the field/s on which
~ the tree/s proposed to be cut, uprooted or
burnt stand - '

Namec of the Vil{age/’l’aluk/Block and District
-4 Proof of ancrship'of the timber

5. List showing the logs to be transported-
(to be numbered serially)

6. Purpose for which the timber is proposed to be
transported '

7. Place to which timber to be transported

8. Details of the order paésed by the Authorized
~ Officer for cutting the trees under section 6(3)
(original order to be produced)

Place: v , ' ~ Signature of the Declarant.
Date: R ' : -
" DECLARATION .
I hereby declare that the information furnished above is true to the best of my
knowledge and belief. I also undertake to comply with the conditions subject to which
the permission may be granted by the Authorized Officer. :
' , Signature of the Declarant.
For Office use only T
4. Date of receipt of the declaration by the Authorized Officer
5. Opinion of the Authorized Officer '
6. Orders of the Authorized Officer

Place: -

Date - No. - Date . * Authorized Officer.
B3/4685/1 ‘ ' ‘
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Form III
[SeeRule4 (6)]
(Duplicate to be rc?ained- by the issuing officer)

PermitNo. .............. S e Forest Division

¥

1.

&,

N L A WN

Transport Permit for the Transport of timber of specified trees within the notified
area in non-forest land ’

Name and residence of the person to whom permit
is issued ’ '

- Description of produce

Quantity
Marks
When obtained

Destination

-Route (specity the name of Forest Watch Station/

Checking Station on the route)
Period or time of validity

Remarks
Signature of the Authorized Officer
Name:

. Designation:

b( Office Seal) |
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- Form IV
[See Clausc (iii) of Rule 6]

Declaration to be filed for cuttfng, removal and disposal of sandalwood trees in
non-forest areas

1. Name and address of the applicant

2. Sy. No. and extent of the field/s on whlch
' the sandalwood tree/s proposcd to be felled or
uprooted stand :

3. Nameofthe Vxllag’c/Taluk/Block and District wherc
the land on which the trce/s stand or the
sandalwood/lic

4. Proofof dwnership of the trces sandalwood
5.. Number of tree/s to be cut

6. l.ist showing the sandalwood trees proposced to be
cut with Girth, Breadth, Height of the trece
(14 m from ground level)

7. Quantity of sandalwood

8. Recason/s for sccking permission to cut the tree/s

Place: | |  Signature of the Declarant.
Date: - |
DECLARAIION

1 hereby declare that the information furnished above is truc to the best of my
knowledge and belief, 1 also undertake to comply with the conditions subject to which
the pcrmls%xon may be granted by the Authorized Officer.

~ Signawre of the Declarant.
, For Ofﬁce useonly -
7. Date of receipt of the declaration by the Authorized Officer
8. Opinion of thc Authorized Officer
9. Orders of the Authorized Officer

" Place:

Date: ‘ No. ' Date: ’ Authorized Officer.
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Form V
[See Rule 7(1) |

Declaration to be filed for felling or transporting timber of specified tree/s from a
non-forest area owned, controlled or vested in Local Self Government Institutions

1. Name and address of the Institution

2. Sy. No. and ex tent of the field/s on which the tree/s
, proposed to be cut, uprooted or burnt stand

3. Name of the Village/Taluk/Block and District where
the land on which the trees stand or the timber lie

4. Proof of ownership of the trees/timber
5. Number of trecs to be cut

6. List showing the specics of trec/s proposed to be :
~ cut or list of logs to be transported, as the case may
be with Girth, Breadth, Height of the tree/s
(1.4 m from ground level)

7. - Quantlly of timber -
8. Reason/s for seeking permission to cut the tree/s |

©9. Place to which to be transported.

Place: q ‘ ' Signature of Head of Institution.
Date: |
- DECLARATION :
[ hereby declare that the information furnished above is true to the best of my

knowledge and belief. I also undertake to comply with the conditions subjcct to which

the permission may be granted by the Authorlzcd Ofﬁcer

Signature of Head of Instztutzon
+ For Officcusconly

10. Date of receipt of the declaration by the Authorized Officer
11. Opinion of the Authorized Ofﬁc_cf
12. Orders of the Authorized Officer

Place:

Date: o No. ~ Date: Authorized Officer.

S
s

-



