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HE KLRALA GRANTS AND LEASES (MODIFICATIO
: RIGHTS) AMENDMENT BILL, 1999 ‘ ]

A
BILL

amble, —WHEREAS it is expedientijto?amcnd the i:I:ieral,af;i Gr: d,
(Modification of Rights) Act, 1980, for the = purposes herginafter'

/it enacted in the Fiftieth' Year of the Repﬁb}ic'pfﬁ Indi_ai-ia' b
Lo s 0 o g e d L LT L g
“Short title ‘and' commencement.—(1) This Act may be called |
nd Leases '(Modification of Rights) Amendment Act,' 1999}
: | C Tl

i(2) It shall come into force at once. : 1D 1 A
| ‘ i i i i

g WJAnimdmen} 6f section 2.—In section 2 of the Kéfal?._ Gramt !
(Modification of Rights) Act, 1980 (Act 16 of 1980) (hereinafte redito
as the principal Act),— Co , vl T L i

clause (a) shall be omiitted;

after clause (g), the following clause shall be‘insertgéjd,i namely :‘_*

I
i)
|

| o g - = i et ol o i
1) Principal Chief Conservator of Torests” means {the Principall

.I Chi nservator of Forests of the Government of K;rala‘,: harge of .the!
G 1.A‘&dministr:«;.tion of the Forest Department.”., - g

1 I i i : i B
mendment of section 4.—In sub-section (2) of scction 4
the word ¢Collector”, the words “Principal! Chief Gons

shall ‘be substituted.

Amendment éf section 5.—For section 5 of the pfincipal ACt',i th,c Qn’ow;ngg

‘ﬁh'all be'substituted, namely :— | ke
5 : ‘ ‘ A : Bocils SO e

!52 ;IPower of the Principal Chief Conservator of Forests to revige ng;gmm{y‘pr
1} Notwithstanding anything contained in any law for the||time being

jorin any grant, lease deed, contract or agreement, or ina
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decree ne order of sy couwrt, the Prinsinzl Chiel Conservinor of Forests may
Tevise, lrom time to tine, the assessinont or rent stiputated in any grant or
lease deed:

Provided that the s ‘(‘”Jn on of assessment or rent under this sub-section
%lmll be made within o 1)\ viod of six nioreths from the datc of commencement

of the Kerala Grants and  Leases (Modification of Rights) Amendment
Act, 1999: -

Provided further that the period between two revisions shall not, in arfy
case, exceed five yoan,

(2) any aswessment or rent under sub-gection | (15 the
1’1in(ipni G o Forcats shall vive the grantee or leasee, as the
case x‘nzn,r s¢, amoppettenity of beine heasd aned shall male such further enquuv
ds he decins fit. ‘ : :

8 0

{3y A revision of assessment or reant under sul, weetion (1) shall be

made” on the Basis of the location of the area, thc nat e of the crop raised
gherein and therates a)

1cable to simifar Jands leased ou. by the Government
in othier parts of the State.

9. Ameadment of sestion 6.—Tn sabesection (1) and in sub-section (3) of
section 6 of the principal Act, for the word “Collector”, the words, “‘Principal

Ch]cf Couscr\fator or z"‘m&m” shall he ‘iuu':ih‘.lt{.l_l

(1) in the marginal heading, for (he word ‘Lollector thc words,
“Principal Chicf Conservator of Farests” shall be substltuted

(1)  in the opening varagraph, for the word “Collector” ,-the words,
“Princip:l C‘lm,l Conservator of Forests” shall be substituted,

7. Amendment of section 9.—In section 9 ‘of the principal Act, for the
ward ffCollector™, the words, “Principal Chief Conservator of Forcsts” ,shaill
be substituted.'

8. Amendment of section 10,~—1In section 10 of the principal Act, for the
wo;d “Collector™, tho words, “Principal  Chief Conservator of Forests”
shall be substiuted.

9. . Amendment of -section 12. _In sub-section (2) of section 12 of  the
“prineipal Act,. clause (a) shall be omitted. e - :
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Je T STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS . Lo

s 1 e . - - ‘:‘..'-. '.'f;-]‘ i o i .
.. The Kerala Grants and Leases | (Modilication ol ngi}tsjl Act, 1980
was enacied to provide for miodification of rights under grants : nd leases of

langs/made omgranted by oron behalfof the former States:of Travancopgand -

Cochin for cultivation. Section 5of the s Act confers power onjthe Collgctor
—lbr'raﬁij“lﬁqm -time to time, the assessinent or gent s_t_ipula."c.c;gi;—“‘ipi‘._ any,grant
‘“i" wse decd.  Such lands comprise vast arcas of forest and other ~lands.
Although rules:regarding the. prineiples,to he followed for the revision of assess-
ment or, rent were issued by the Goverminent, there were complaints that
assessmient or rent of similarly placed lands under Jease or ‘g;p.,ni{“Was revised
ratitlifferent rates by the:! Collectors of| various- districts in-the Stage.. In the
circummstances, the Government considered that for ‘having| uniformity Jn
the rate of increase, the power fo revise ‘the assessment or reyis ‘Ql}':,ﬁshalf be
vested jwith™ the Principal ‘Chicfi Conscrvaror of Forests. ‘Goveriiment have
wlsg idecided to include provisioh in the ‘Act, regarding ‘the principles to be
followed for revision of assessment or rent. : gt 3 el

Bl 3..2;1.: | ;Pa-‘ra‘ 199 of the Budget Speech for 1999-2000 ihtcralia}l-_.élgm}isag'ps‘ a

varioys purposes.

BT

comprehensive assessiaent ol the rates of lease rent on lands leased out for
{

3. The Bill secks to achicve the aloye objects, d

FINANCIAL NS UPREE JRANDUM

:1 i I i H
L‘ ‘Bill,, if enacted and brought linte operation, would,
ure qut of the Consolidated Fund of the State. | »
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EXTRACTS FROM THE KERALA GRANTS AND. LEASES
(MODIFICATION OF RIGHTS) ACT, 1980
(I6 OF 1980) :

ok E e x & L R L R
: ; !

2. Definitions.—In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires,—

(a) “Collector” means the Collector of the district;
(b) “‘grant” means any grant to which this Act applies; ‘
. (c) - “grantee’” means the person in whose favour a grant has been
“made and includes his heirs, successors and assigns; "
(d) “‘lease” means any lease to which th%s Act applies;

v+ {e) “lessee” means the person in whose favour a lease deed has
been executed and includes his heirs, successors and assigns; '

(f) “lease deed” means the document evideucing a lease;

: (g) “prescribed” means prescribed by rules made under thig
" Act. :

*% *% Ex * % T *w
‘ :

4.  Grantees and lessces to pay current seigniorage rates.—(1) Notwithstanding
anything contained in any law for the time being in force, or in any grant,
lease deed, contract or agreement, or in any judgment, decree or order of
..any court, with effect on and from the commencement of this;Act, every
‘grantee and cvery lessce shall be bound to pay to the Governinent the
seigniorage rates in force for the time being for the timber cut and removed
from any land held by him under the grant or lease.

s o7 (2) If any dispute arises as to the scigniorage rates for the time
being in force, such dispute shall be decided by the Collector.

5. DPowr of Collector fo revise assessment or renl.—(1) Notwithstanding
anything contained in any law for the time heing in force, or in any grant,
lease decd, contract or agrecment, or in any judgemecent, decree or order
of any court, the Collector may revise, from time to time, the' assessment
or rent stipulated in any grant or lcase deed. .

(2) Before revising any assessment or rent under sub-section (1), the
Collector shall give the grantee or lessec, as the case mav be, an opportunity
of being heard and shall make such further inquiry as he deems fit.

(3) Any revision of assessment or rent under sub-section (1) shall
be in accordance with such principles as may be prescribed.
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6. dppeal —(1)  Any person aggrieved by any decision of the Collector
under sub-secrion (Z) of section 4 or under sub-section (1) of section § mhay,
within sixty ¢ays from the date on which the decision was communicatéd
to him, appeal against such decision to the Government:

Provided that the Government may admit an appeal preferred after
the said period of sixty days if thev are satisfied that the apy ellant had suffi-
clent cause for not preferring the appeal within that period.

(2) An appeal undei snb-section (1) shall be in such form and shall
contain such particulars and shall be accompanied by such lee, as may be
prescribed.

(3) On veceipt of an appral under sub-sectinn (1),
shall, after giving the appellant an cpport
such further inquiry as may be preseribe
or set aside the decision and direct the L

Lo (over ” "
e Governmient
S : 2

- ol being heard and after
ivm or melity the decision
io; decide tle matter afresh.

cont

Yy

(4) The decision of the Government under sub-section (3} shall be

final.

*% ¥ G ERE %

8. Powers of Collector—The Collector shali, for the purpose of exércising
-any power conferred by or under this Act, have ail the powers ol a civil court

".while trying a suit under the Code of Civil Procedure, 1904 (Central Ac¢t 5

-of 1908), in respect of the following matters, namely:—

(a) summoning and enforcing the attendance of any person and
examining him on oath;

(b) requiring the discovery and production of any document;
(c) receiving cvidence on athdavit;

(d) issuing commissions icr the examination of witnesses or for local
investigation;

{e) inspecting any property or thing concerning which any decision
has to be taken; and :

@

_ Bar of suits.

any other matter which may be prescri

decide or deal
with on or r 15, by or under this
“Act, required to be decided or dealt with or to be determined by the Govern-~
ment or the Collector or any other officer.

2/1561/99/MC.

o determine any matter which
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10. Indemrizz'ty.-No suit, prosecution or other legal prloce‘c'diri-és'-sha‘.ﬁ lie
against the Government or the Collector or any other person for‘anything
which is in-goed faith done or intended to be done und¢r this Act or any

rule made thercunder. : " il o8

k¥ ‘ e s % % ! . "”
12.  Power' to make rules.—(1) The Government may,_by'notiﬁcatidn
in the Gazette, make rules to carry out the purposes ofg_tihis Act.
(2). In particular, and without prejudice to the|igenerality of the
foregoing .power; such rules may provide for— be sl e a0

(a) the principles to be followed for the revision of agsessment or
rent stipulated ‘in any grant or lease deed; :

(b) the form of, and the particulars to be ciontzlin"t:d"ir‘x, 78.1:1}{ app_cailj

-under sub-sccticfn (1) of section 6 and the fe_c fpf sxl'lch aPPC.?!IQ

4.

i ' | i B
(c) any other matter which has to be, or mayibe, prescribed.
b . ‘ : A

(3) Every rule made under this section shall be laid, as soon as'may
be after it is made, before the Legislative Assembly while it is in session for
a total period of fourteen days which may be comprised in one session or
in two successive sessions and if, before the expiry jof the| session in which
it is so laid or 'the session immediately following, the L{ islative Assembly
makes any modification in. the rule or decides that; the rilésshould not:be
made, the rule shall thereafter have efiect only in' such| modified! form:or
be of no effect,jas the case may be; so however that any);such. modification
or annulment shall be without prejudice to the validity of anything previ-
ously done under that rule. . ' ih-ths & T
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