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‘ections 62, 64, B2, 84 and 149 ofthe Kerala  Panchayat
Aet 1960 provide for the stotutory vesting of 2l1 publie ronds,
except Natioual lighuays,  tate dighways ete. together with ail
works satericls eto. apmrtninin; thereto iu slongisdie or under
the roads (Uecetion 62 ml lendsor otber property or tucose, held by
the villsgers inoomuon (Section 64) all water mr‘les, soriags,
reservolrs tanks wells, = te. together with adjacent lauds (Seetdn
82) all quarries, trees, ete. by the rondsides (Secilon 84) wnd
a1l laads set apart for comdon use of community such @s grizing
grounds, b reiug and berisl groueds, ete. (Sectica 149) ia the
respective ronchoyots., These sections vere broughi into feree with
eficet {rom ! -~f=62 , Thercfore with effect fros 1-1-62, these
public properties staud stotutorily vested in { ke conecraed Vom -
ghayais. However as yon are sware, wost of t hese public properiies
have mot, in effect, been transferred snd brought under their con-
trol and pos:ession. bey wers still! beiug retsined by the concerned
depertacsts of Covernseut. Several such insiences have coame to the
notice of foverment., In tiils context, Coverument have exaained
the legal wolidity of suoh possessi ou aod they hove been advised
that the vestlug of such properties io the isachayats is aulcam ie
sud that so foranl transfer is eontemploted 4n-t he Aet. Lxtract
of legal epimien of the subjeet are furnished Jbelow for inforsation
aud guidonce .

A.k (section B2(1) of the Eerals lanocheyets Aect praﬁﬂes
that all publie water courses, springs, ¢ te. whether ¢ xlsting st
the cosumcacement of the Act or siterwnrds aede, 1ol d or erceted 2nd
whe ther aode, lald or erecied &t ibe cost of Vanehayrias or either =
wise aud alse any adjaceat leand Enﬂt beiug private preperty) apper-
talonilag ihereto sball vest in the ronebaysts amd be subject to Lts

control. (Lfecording to section & (33} witter eourses ' includes aay
river, siream or channel whether matppal or artifiecial) rom tle
above, it 18 clear thet soction 82 (1) is sutomur ie ia its operation
and no formal transfer is nouteaplnted ,ﬁy the .ertion for vestiam
‘land in the Panchayat.”. :

R, The eperntioa of section 82 (1) was sutcmstic. '8 per
that section, thy waier courses, spricss ete. and  the sdjscent lands
not belug priva te property, spperigining thereto, shall vest in
the ponchaynt and b subject to its matro 1. The vestiog being
putonatie on the comiug Into force of that provisioa, auy eontrol
exercised over the sold water courses, ¢ te. by asy other auihoritfes
bre actoa lly in possession snd control of the said watler cources
springs , dod adjorcend lends 1t will be mapeiest for the “aaghaysis
to toke suiiable aotion agm net such awtherities far eviction in
cose thev cause say observation to the exercise of ihe Panchayat ‘s
right over thew.The possessisu and eantrol over the sald vater
courses, cte. being veated :m i he Panchayat no quesilon of any
foraal trans fer would arise .’



- €. Io respect of the londs sutomaticnlly vested in the
“oachayatse ali rights and liébilitlu ereated on t he lamd by o
GCovwernseit bepurtuents prier t0 1«1-82 wisl be biuding on the
vonchayats unless and mtzl thay ore daiy terminated or esucelled.

~11l rights snd lisbilities nre&'hd i sueh lauds by z2uthorities
other than “anchayats after 1-4-62 are mnua as belng eres ted
without suthority.”. j. =

ihe legel adviece detailed ahave iu respect of section 82 (1) |
bolds gocd also ie respect of the other sections vesting various
chtepgories of maﬁta i:_n ihe pancheyat.
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